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Abstract

Due to the occurrence of drought in the last decade and its intensification in recent years in Iran and
consequently in the Zayandeh Rood River Basin, the sustainability of water resources has faced a serious
challenge. In this regard, the sustainability of water resources will be realized with institutions appropriate to the

conditions of the area and participating stakeholders. In order to reach this situation, it is necessary to know and
examine the governance regime in the country's watersheds. For this reason, in this research, the mode and
regime of governance in the Zayandeh Rood River Basin, which is a common strategic water resource in the
country, is investigated and determined. To determine the governance method at the organizational level, a
guestionnaire with acceptable validity was used by the relevant professors and Cronbach's alpha coefficient was
0.78. n order to analyze the results of the questionnaire to determine the governance style at the organizational
level, the answers were entered into SPSS software and then analyzed using the Friedman, Duncan and analysis
of variance tests. The results showed that out of ten sub-functions of governance, nine functions have a
hierarchical mode of governance, while four functions have a network mode of governance and only one
function has a market mode of governance. Also, in order to determine the governance regime in the Zayandeh
Rood River Basin, the Social network analysis method (SNA) was used. The results of the analysis of the
institutional network also showed that the current governance regime in the Zayandeh Rood watershed is a
centralized rent-seeking regime, which is considered one of the characteristics of the hierarchical governance
style. Finally, in order to achieve Polycenteric governance, it was proposed to transfer decisions to the sub-basin
and integrate governance methods.

Keywords: Governance regime, Hierarchical, Market and Network governance, Water governance,
Zayandeh Rood River Basin
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